
LIVING ALONGSIDE THE 
GROWLING GRASS FROG 

IN THE

URBAN JUNGLE
PR ESEN TED BY  ADELE  FAR AON E
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OUTLINE
P O I N T S  O F  D I S C U S S I O N

▪ Understanding the Context

▪ Responding to the needs of the 
Growling Grass Frog (GGF)

▪ Case Study: Vere Court Deanside

▪ Creating a Win-Win Solution
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▪ Po p ulat ion  G ro w th o f  G re ater  Me lbourne

▪ Cle ar  st rate gy  for  th e  d evelopment  of  

gro w th co rr idors  o ver  th e  n ext  30  – 40  ye ars

▪ H igh l ight  are as  o f  h igh  e nv ironmental  va lue  

fo r  p re ser vat ion.  Urb an  l i fe sty les  an d  a  

h e a lthy  e nv ironment

GROWTH OF AN 
URBAN JUNGLE



STORMWATER REQUIREMENTS

Changes to 
Victorian Planning 

Provision for 
Stormwater 

Management

Mitigation of 
stormwater runoff 

impacts on the 
environment

Provide cooling, 
local habitat and 
amenity benefits
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▪ One of  the most  common frogs  in  

south-eastern Austral ia

▪ Substantial  population decl ine s ince 

late  1970s

▪ Numerous threatening processes 

contr ibute to  their  decl ine – many of  

which through urbanisat ion
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G R O W L I N G  
G R A S S  F R O G



P E R M A N E N T  
H A B I TAT  R E M O VA L

URBANISATION VS THE FROG

D I S T I N C T  C H A N G E S  
I N  H Y D R O L O G I C A L  

R E G I M E S

D E C L I N E  I N  
P O P U L AT I O N  S I Z E

I N C R E A S E D  
E X P O S U R E  T O  

P R E D AT O R S
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L o s s  o f  c o n n e c t i v i t y  
b e t w e e n  h a b i t a t s  

f r o m  r o a d s ,  d r a i n a g e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  

c r e a t i o n  o f  
u n s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t

C h a n g e s  t o  
f r e q u e n c y,  v o l u m e ,  
v e l o c i t y  o f  f l o w s ,  

a q u a t i c  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  p o o r  w a t e r  

q u a l i t y

I n t r o d u c e d  f i s h  
s p e c i e s  b e c o m e  a  

n e w  t h r e a t  a n d  
i n c r e a s e d  a n d  d e n s e  

t e r r e s t r i a l  
v e g e t a t i o n  

F r a g m e n t a t i o n  a n d  
l o s s  o f  h a b i t a t s ,  
p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  

s p e c i e s

W H AT  A R E  T H E  I M PA C T S ?
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CASE STUDY

VERE COURT, DEANSIDE
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S I T E  
S N A P S H O T

▪ Site  is  located within  

the Melton Growth Area

▪ Bounded by Kororoit

Creek

▪ Conservat ion Area

▪ Home to the Growling 

Grass  Frog

STORMWATER VICTORIA CONFERENCE 2019 | PAGE 10



STORMWATER VICTORIA CONFERENCE 2019 | PAGE 11



STORMWATER VICTORIA CONFERENCE 2019 | PAGE 14

KEY CHANGE TO THE 
TRADITIONAL APPROACH
Stormwater assets can be 

built within Growling Grass 
Frog Conservation Areas



STORMWATER ASSETS

Stormwater 
requirement for 3 
assets inclusive of 

wetlands, sediment 
ponds and a bio-
retention system

PSP identifies 2 out 
of 3 assets to be 

co-located within 
the Conservation 

Area

Works in a 
Conservation Area 
Application (WICA)
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P L A N N I N G  P E R M I T  
A P P L I C AT I O N

PLANNING PERMIT APPLICATION

S U P P L E M E N T E D  B Y  S U B C O N S U LTA N T  
R E P O R T S  A N D  A N A LY S I S  I . E  

S T O R M WAT E R  M A N A G E M E N T  
S T R AT E G Y

P L A N N I N G  P E R M I T

R E Q U E S T  F O R  
I N F O R M AT I O N  F R O M  

C O U N C I L  &  
M E L B O U R N E  WAT E R
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W O R K S  I N  A  C O N S E R VAT I O N  A R E A  A P P L I C AT I O N  ( W I C A )

C O N C U R R E N T LY  W I T H
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▪ Meets criteria for Stormwater 
Management

▪ Co-location of assets in Conservation 
Area

▪ Connection to GGF Ponds

▪ Native Vegetation

▪ Constructabil ity & Cost

▪ Liaison with Multiple Authorities

ASSET 
CONFIGURATION



ENCOURAGING 
GROWING GRASS 
FROG (GGF)
HABITAT

▪ Proposed Growling Grass Frog ponds are 
not to be built  in the area for some time

▪ Assets constructed within the 
Conservation Area to provide suitable 
conditions for the establishment of a 
Growling Grass Frog meta-population

▪ DELWP’s proposal for stepping stone GGF 
wetlands along Kororoit Creek

▪ Improving quality of conservation area 
within Kororoit Creek to promote GGF 
survival through remediation of aquatic 
and terrestrial  habitat
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CREATING A WIN -
WIN SOLUTION
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▪ There is a real opportunity to improve 
GGF Habitat and improve quality of 
conservation area

▪ Reliance on groundwater to feed 
Growling Grass Frog Ponds

▪ Creation of high quality green corridor 
that wil l  enhance property values and 
provide better community outcomes
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▪ Developer to gain 30 extra lots from just 
1 asset co-location which represents a 
10% increase in revenue

▪ Traditional Consultant vs Authority 
attitude

▪ Unique position along Kororoit Creek 
provides opportunity for extensive 
community engagement and education 
from all  parties involved

CREATING A WIN -

WIN SOLUTION



▪ Bring c l ient on the journey

▪ Maintaining discussion with al l  

authorit ies through the process is  

crucial

▪ Taking advantage of  the unique 

features of  your s ite

PROMOTING BETTER 
OUTCOMES
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QUESTIONS?
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